
 

 
 

March 27, 2020 

The Ohio Department of Health has determined that golf courses are not an essential business under the Stay at Home 
Order.  

Today we sent a notice to our courses to close golf business operations except carry out food operations. Golf courses may 
maintain Minimum Basic Operations, as defined in the Stay at Home Order. 

Outdoor activity, with proper social distancing, is still recommended during this time. A golf course may allow golfers or 
walkers to use the course as long as it can be done without employees conducting typical golfing business including 
collecting fees, renting carts, selling balls, etc. This could be allowing public access to the course without collecting a fee, 
allowing members only access, or on-line only registrations.  

Any proposal must meet the letter and spirit of the Order which is to ensure that the maximum number of people self-
isolate in their places of residence to the maximum extent feasible, while enabling essential services to continue, to slow the 
spread of COVID-19 to the greatest extent possible. 

March 26, 2020 

Dear Golf Course Operator: 

Under the Stay at Home order issued by the Director of the Ohio Department of Health, effective March 24, 2020, all 
persons are to stay at home or their place of residence unless they are engaged in Essential Activities, Essential 
Governmental Functions, or to operate Essential Businesses and Operations as set forth in the Order. All businesses and 
operations in the State, except Essential Businesses and Operations, are required to cease all activities except Minimum 
Basic Operations and, if applicable, Carry-Out Food Service Operations. 

On March 26th we received guidance from the Ohio Department of Health that Golf Courses do NOT meet the definition of 
Essential Businesses. As such, all golf course must close until 11 :59 p.m. on April 6, 2020, unless the Director of the Ohio 
Department of Health rescinds or modifies this Order at a sooner time and date. 

You may still maintain Minimum Basic Operations. For the purposes of this Order, Minimum Basic Operations include the 
following, provided that employees comply with Social Distancing Requirements, to the extent possible, while carrying out 
such operations: 

a. The minimum necessary activities to maintain the value of the business's inventory, preserve the condition of the 
business's physical plant and equipment, ensure security, process payroll and employee benefits, or for related functions. 

b. The minimum necessary activities to facilitate employees of the business being able to continue to work remotely from 
their residences. 

Social Distancing Requirements include where possible: 

i. Designate six-foot distances. Designating with signage, tape, or by other means six-foot spacing for employees and 
customers in line to maintain appropriate distance; 

ii. Hand sanitizer and sanitizing products. Having hand sanitizer and sanitizing products readily available for employees and 
customers; 

iii. Separate operating hours for vulnerable populations. Implementing separate operating hours for elderly and vulnerable 
customers; and 



 

 
 

iv. Online and remote access. Posting online whether a facility is open and how best to reach the facility and continue 
services by phone or remotely. 

The Director’s Order may be enforced by the Health Department or State and local law enforcement. 

Employers are encouraged to visit www.coronavirus.ohio.gov and read the Stay at Home Order and to consult with their 
legal counsel or their professional or trade associations for interpretive guidance.  

It is important to remember that the intent of this Order is to ensure that the maximum number of people self-isolate in 
their places of residence to the maximum extent feasible, while enabling essential services to continue, to slow the spread 
of COVID-19 to the greatest extent possible. Your role as an employer in slowing the spread of this illness will not only 
protect the health of your workers and customers but will ultimately save lives. 

Sincerely, 

 
R. Joseph Ebel R.S., M.S., M.B.A. 
Health Commissioner 

http://www.coronavirus.ohio.gov/

